Activity 3: Web of Life (A Project Learning Tree ® Activity)
Summary
Students will understand that ecosystems are
made up of interdependent organisms and other
components.

Objectives
Students will be able to:
o
o

o
o

Describe the predator and prey
relationship of wetland organisms
Create a web of life to show how
organisms both depend on and
contribute to the balance of
organisms in an ecosystem.
Explain how organisms in an
ecosystem are all connected
Explore how removal of
Whooping Cranes from a
wetland affects other organisms
in the wetland

Due to copyright laws, we are unable to make this
activity available on the web. To receive a hard
copy of this activity, contact Elisabeth Condon at:
econdon@savingcranes.org or 608-356-9462 ext.
142

Standards
Science B.8.4 and F.8.8
Art and Design E.8.1
Environmental Education B.8.3

Materials Needed:
o
o
o
o

A ball of string or yarn
Resource materials about wetland
plants and animals
Folders (optional)
Web of life cards (have students
make their own)

Permission to adapt Activity 45 – Web of Life, from Project Learning Tree’s PreK-8 Environmental Education Activity Guide (Copyright 2008,
American Forest Foundation), for wetlands has been granted by the American Forest Foundation to the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources for a one-time use in the Whooping Crane Activity Guide. Permission to adapt should not be interpreted in any way as an endorsement
of this adaptation by the American Forest Foundation. The complete set of Project Learning Tree’s educational materials can be obtained by
attending a Project Learning Tree workshop. For more information on how to attend a PLT workshop, please contact Nicole Filizetti, WI
Project Learning Tree Coordinator at wcee-plt@uwsp.edu or (715) 346-2014. For more information about Project Learning Tree, please visit
www.plt.org.
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