A FUTURE FOR
AFRICA’S CRANES

by George Archibald, ICF Director

As the sun dropped into Uganda behind
Mount Elgon, two Grey Crowned Cranes on
a pasture near Kitale, Kenya, arched forward,
spread their enormous black and white wings
and departed for the nearby Saiwa Swamp
National Park. In a tower beside the swamp,
| waited with crane researchers Cecilia
Gichuki and Paul Mafabi. A mournful, horn-
like ““Kawoonk"’ call announced the cranes’
approach.

Coming in just over the tree tops, they cir-
cled and landed just left of the tower. They
drank, preened a bit, then walked slowly and
deliberately through the dense aquatic
vegetation. Cecilia said they were probably
looking for a spot to build a nest. Paul add-
ed that several nests are sometimes con-
structed before the cranes lay their clutch of
two to three eggs. The pair flew to several
spots in the small wetland, examined each
location carefully, and finally flapped to the
highest branch of a dead tree where they
would roost until dawn.

Until recently, the two species of Crowned
Cranes, the Black and the Grey, numbered
in the tens of thousands over most of their
grassland range that stretches from Senegal
to Ethiopia and south to the Cape. This sum-
mer | visited Nigeria and Kenya to learn more
about the cranes and their problems.

Nigerian Cranes Vanish
The Black Crowned Crane lives in
grasslands and savannas bordered on the
north by the Sahara Desert and on the south
by tropical forests. Rivers originate in the
south and flow north through the grasslands.
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Black Crowned Cranes inhabit grasslands and savannas of west Africa and Sudan. The species
has drastically declined in Nigeria and neighboring countries. Photo by George Archibald.

The rainy season floods wide expanses of
riparian lowlands, providing ideal crane
nesting habitat,

Black Crowned Cranes were abundant in
northern Nigeria. They preferred to roost at
night in tall trees inside the villages,
presumably to avoid predators. The Crowned
Cranes were such a prominent feature of the
countryside that they were selected as the na-

tional bird. Suddenly they disappeared.

A Nigerian conservationist, Bashir Garba,
participated in a training program at ICF dur-
ing September 1987 and was anxious to
undertake crane research and public educa-
tion efforts back home in Kano State where
the cranes formerly were abundant. Despite
a year-long search, he was unable to observe

continued on page 2



African cranes
continued from page 1

a single Crowned Crane in the wild in Kano
State.

From 1973-1987 western Africa suffered
from a serious drought. The Sahara moved
south and the streams were dammed to pro-
vide life-giving water for irrigation. In Nigeria
a rapidly expanding human population, now
over 100 million and increasing by 4% per
year, placed added demands on the limited
natural resources. Shallow wetlands where
Crowned Cranes nested were flooded by the
backwaters of dams. Other wetlands were
desiccated by lack of downstream water and
by drainage. Until the late 1970s, hundreds
of cranes were captured and sold to zoos
worldwide.

Recognizing the importance of wetlands to
people and wildlife, the Nigerian Govern-
ment and the Nigerian Conservation Foun-
dation, together with two private conserva-
tion organizations headquartered in Great Bri-
tain (the International Council for Bird Preser-
vation and the Royal Society for the Preser-
vation of Birds), have undertaken an ambi-
tious project to study and save the 90 square
kilometer Hadejia-Nguru Wetlands in nor-
thern Nigeria. If that wetland is secured,
perhaps the cranes will return.

ICF was able to provide a small grant to our
Nigerian colleagues through which aerial
surveys will be conducted to search for cranes
in regions where ground surveys are difficult
during the rainy season. Our Nigerian col-
league, Dr. Hadi Mustafa (Chief Wildlife Of-
ficer for Kano State), hopes to establish a West
African Working Group on Cranes, and
thereby cultivate crane conservation among
the nations that are home to the Black
Crowned Cranes.

Kenyan Cranes Have Mixed Nesting Success

It was a treat to visit Saiwa National Park and
surrounding wetlands with my Kenyan col-
leagues Nathan and Cecilia Gichuki and their
assistants. Saiwa is just two square kilometers
in size and consists of a narrow wetland
bordered by tall trees. Eight pairs of cranes
and a herd of rare Sitatunga Antelope live in
the wetland, while the trees are home to
Colobus Monkeys and hornbills. Saiwa
represents the ultimate fate of pristine nature
in Africa — small, wild islands amidst an
ocean of human-created habitats. Despite the
pressures for development, Kenya is a leader
among African nations in the wise use of
natural areas.

Grey Crowned Cranes are still numerous
and widespread in Kenya and may number
as many as 70,000 birds. Within limits, they
are adaptable birds and are often seen forag-
ing in agricultural fields. As was the habit of
the Black Crowned Cranes in Nigeria, the
Grey Crowned Cranes of Kenya and Uganda

Grey Crowned Cranes search for a nest site at Saiwa National Park, Kenya.

prefer to roost at night in tall trees in the
villages.

The Gichuki research indicates that
Crowned Cranes nest in a diversity of wetland
types, ranging from pristine wetlands, to
wetlands bordered by agricultural fields, to
wetlands that are heavily grazed by both wild
and domestic mammals. Nesting success is
highest in wetlands bordered by agricultural
fields and lower in the pristine wetlands
(presumably as a consequence of predation).
Cranes are unable to breed in grazed
wetlands because they cannot conceal their
nests.

Like Nigeria, Kenya has a rapidly growing
human population. It is estimated that 56%
of the 23 million Kenyans are less than 15
years of age. Numbers of cattle are also in-
creasing. Wetland reclamation and overgraz-
ing may cause a serious decline in the
numbers of Crowned Cranes in east Africa in
the near future.

The PAOC offers overview of
African Cranes

In late August and early September of this
year, the National Museums of Kenya were
the site for the Seventh Pan-African
Ornithological Congress (PAOC). Three
papers concerned African cranes: Paul Mafabi
and Nathan Gichuki each spoke about the
biology of Grey Crowned Cranes, Paul for
Uganda and Nathan for Kenya; and Clifford
Malambo described his work on Wattled
Cranes in Zambia.

The PAOC also provided a superb oppor-
tunity for a meeting of the African Working
Group on Cranes which ICF helped set up
in 1983. Thirty-eight people attended the
meeting that was chaired by Nathan Gichuki.
The participants provided a quick overview
of what is happening to cranes over the vast

African continent. Additional information was
provided in the Working Group’s Crowned
Crane newsletter, assembled and printed at
ICF, distributed at the PAOC, and including
29 reports from 14 African nations.

Reports at the PAOC reveal varied situa-
tions. Zambia, with assistance from the World
Wide Fund for Nature, has embarked on an
ambitious project to promote wise use of the
Kafue Flats, where thousands of people and
Wattled Cranes depend on the wetland
resources. Senegal, like many countries, is
rapidly losing its wetlands to agricultural
reclamation projects. Zimbabwe has a con-
centration of 400 Grey Crowned Cranes that
is inflicting serious damage to crops.
Botswana'’s diamond mines need more water
from the Okavango Swamp, and plans are be-
ing carefully developed that will minimize a
negative impact on that incomparable “jewel
of the Kalahari.” ICF was pleased to an-
nounce that the next global International
Crane Workshop will likely convene in
Botswana in May of 1992, to focus world
attention on the Okavango.

Africa’s wetlands have been shared by peo-
ple and cranes since times untold. The
Crowned Crane's habit of roosting on the tall
trees in villages, and their higher productivity
in wetlands bordered by agricultural fields,
are indications that certain human activities
help cranes. Co-existence of people and
cranes in and near the wetlands is possible
within certain limits for human activity. We
look forward to helping our African col-
leagues, and all African nations with cranes,
to provide a future that allows the wise use
of wetlands, benefiting both people and
wildlife. The future of cranes in Africa is with
people.



International Training
Programs Thrive
at ICF

by Jim Harris, Deputy Director

Foreign visitors hope to enjoy new ex-
periences when they come to ICF for train-
ing. Sometimes they get more than they might
have wished.

One April morning, for example, three
researchers from tropical Africa found
themselves up at 2 a.m., driven to a remote
spot in the dark of central Wisconsin, and led
across damp fields to crouch in a tiny hut for
hours. By dawn, a wet snowfall had covered
the earth for our astonished and sleepy
visitors, but the undisturbed Prairie Chickens
danced and strutted through the storm. The
Africans will never forget Wisconsin's
creative system for public viewing, a suc-
cessful combination of research and public
involvement that helped save the state’s last
Prairie Chickens. Such field experiences, with
or without the snow, are central to our train-
ing endeavors.

ICF’s International Training Programs were
formally established in 1985, to help us serve
more effectively the stream of foreign con-
servationists who travel to ICF to study
methods of crane and habitat conservation.
Since 1985, we have received 45 fellows and
interns from 17 countries.

Foreign fellows are conservation profes-
sionals who stay three to five weeks to study
and to plan with ICF staff for future programs
in their home countries. Usually fellows hold
professional positions and are already
involved in crane or wetland projects in
cooperation with ICF. Foreign interns are at
beginning stages of conservation careers, and
stay at ICF for three months.

Both fellows and interns attend lectures by
ICF staff, gain practical experience with ICF
programs, visit other conservation facilities,
and pursue independent work of their choos-
ing. Interns have a much heavier emphasis
on learning through participation in ICF's
ongoing work.

Our training program is small, to allow flex-
ibility for meeting each participant’s needs.
Each session is individually designed. Increas-
ingly, we have exposed our visitors to the
wealth of conservation activities pursued by
other organizations in Wisconsin and
elsewhere. In this way, our foreign colleagues
receive a broader experience with American
conservation approaches. These visits have
also fostered closer ties between ICF and our
American colleagues.

Training is a two-way exchange

The benefits of the International Training

Programs pass both ways. As ICF staff pro-
vide training, they receive vivid impressions
of the conservation challenges in Africa and
Asia, and a better sense of what conservation
approaches work and do not work in
developing countries. While all ICF staff con-
tribute toward success of our international ef-
forts, we lack the funds for most of them to
travel overseas. Through the training visits,
however, we all gain a more personal com-
mitment to this work, after sharing a meal of
dumplings cooked by the Chinese, joking
about first frost with the Nigerians, and listen-
ing to memories of home as our friendship
deepens with the Vietnamese.

We also encourage interaction between
our visitors and ICF members and the public,
through public lectures and through foreign
delegate participation in our annual meeting
and on-site tours for the public. Some of our
field trips for the foreign delegations also are
open to members,

Renewed funding assures
stronger program

For the past two years, our international
training has been supported by a $30,000
grant from The Pew Charitable Trusts. We are
delighted to announce that the Pew Trusts
have just made a new commitment of sup-
port, of $90,000 for the next three years. Such
continuity is extremely important because
long lead time is necessary to arrange for
many delegations.

Foreign training is expensive. We also wish
to acknowledge past supporters of our train-
ing efforts. We have received significant fund-
ing from the General Service Foundation, the
National Wildlife Federation, the Frances R.
Dewing Foundation, and the Institute of

Jeb Barzen, ICF Wetland Ecologist, shows Professor Le Dien Duc how to load rockets with fuel as they

Museum Services. In addition, individual ICF
members have made important contributions.

Program has multiple benefits

As we have gained experience with train-
ing, our perspectives have changed on the
values of the program. Certainly the original
goal remains central: to provide a variety of
skills and expertise through ICF staff instruc-
tion, whether for producing slide shows, bur-
ning grasslands, or incubating crane eggs.

But equally significant is the chance for
foreign visitors to see the results of a strong
tradition of wildlife management and conser-
vation in our country, and the tremendous
diversity of approaches to resource use. Most
countries lack a long experience with con-
servation, and our colleagues are making a
beginning, with few or no models within their
countries. A view of American efforts gives
them a context from which to devise creative
solutions to the challenges in their develop-
ing regions, where conditions are so different
from America. We try to provide a way of
thinking about problems and solutions, and
examples of how conservation evolves from
a mix of methods, out of the input and needs
of the many people depending on the wild
resources so necessary for cranes.

Perhaps the greatest value of the foreign
training is the expansion of personal contacts.
Through the foreign training and also crane
workshops, a network is building in the many
countries where cranes are in trouble. Our
past participants form the leadership for the
regional crane working groups, and pass their
knowledge on to co-workers within their
regions. It is through these networks that all
of us join in developing solutions to the crisis
that confronts the world’s wetland resource.

e

prepare to capture cranes with a rocket net. Professor Duc, from the University of Hanoi, studied at
ICF this fall in company with three other Vietnamese. Photos by George Archibald.



Members Share
Their Wetlands
Photos

by Jim Harris
Deputy Director

Photography is one of the best ways to
study wild nature, because the photographer
must observe carefully and understand what
he or she sees. This understanding is not just
scientific; wetlands will forever be mysterious
and alien to us land creatures. must be
guided by deepening feelings for the quiver-
ing mats of sedge and sphagnum, for the
million reed stems arching over a single bit-
tern, for the dark waters oozing with life
the photographer, there is also a sense of
danger, of mud and infirm footing, and the
everpresent chance of falling in.

It has been a great pleasure to look over
ICF members’ photographs of wetlands and
wetland wildlife, submitted in response to re-
cent notices in the ICF Bugle. A selection is

inted here, chosen to represent the variety
of responses and approaches to
photographing wetlands.

Aside from their physical dangers to per-

on and camera, wetlands are difficult for
photographers. They are flat, and the plants
have a simple pattern endlessly repeated.
Wildlife vanish among the reeds or under-
water. And we have little tradition for ap-
preciating wetlands. Mountains are sublime,
forests magnificent, and farmlands produc-
tive. But wetlands, in so many cultures, have
been wastelands.

The world’s wetlands are in trouble
because they have been undervalued
esthetically, economically, and ecologically.
All  of us—officials, farmers, and
photographers—must study the values of
wetlands. The photographer has the chance
to share these discoveries with others. We at
ICF have found crane photographs a key to
awakening local support fer the crane
reserves in Asia and Africa.

Let’s hope that more and more people will
explore wetlands with the camera. We need
to learn a new way of looking at the world—
even if we do lose our balance, and slide in
among mud and pollywogs! The camera can
be restored much more easily than the lost
wetland, or the vanishing cranes.

We wish to thank all members who sub-
mitted pictures, and hope you continue your
efforts. We will feature member photos again.
We also wish to thank photographers from
around the world who allow ICF to use their
pictures for public education.




Top left: Mute, Whooper, and Tundra Swans, the Wildfowl Trust, Welney, England. Photo by Campbell Read. Top right: feather on Purple Loosestrife,
Minnesota. Photo by Ellen Lawler. Bottom Left: White Waterlilies, Oklahoma. Photo by Elaine Burstatte. Bottom right: Pied-billed Grebe rotates
egg, Minnesota. Photo by Ellen Lawler.




The Bottom Line

by Bob Hallam
Development Coordinator

Last year’s fall issue of the Bugle contain-
ed a “'special gift envelope’ which gave each
member a chance to donate to a particular
ICF program of his or her personal interest.

Contributions received for “International
Education’’ went toward producing
photographic and written materials for the
Wildlife Clubs of Kenya to support a crane
count project modeled after Wisconsin’s
Sandhill Crane Count. The Wildlife Clubs of
Kenya held their first Crane Count last June.

Generous contributions to Habitat Restora-
tion allowed ICF to tackle three projects. First,
ICF established native grasses and forbs over
a plugged erosion ditch which has been a
problem for the past two years. Second, ICF
developed a brochure about habitat restora-
tion. Finally, habitat contributions allowed
ICF to rebuild a garden tractor donated by
Nan and Larry Stocking. This tractor will help
ICF maintain trails and continue more effi-
ciently its prairie restoration efforts.

Aviculture has expanded veterinary care
this year; the special funds were used for pur-
chasing medical supplies such as anethesia
equipment for in-house surgical care.

The staff wishes to thank all our members
once again for their continued faithful sup-
port, and we hope you will renew your
“special gift to the cranes.”

THE ICF BUGLE is the quarterly
newsletter for members of the
International Crane Foundation (ICF).
Production and mailing costs are being
met by a special grant from Clairson
International of Ocala, Florida. Articles
review ICF programs as well as crane
research around the world.

George Archibald
Ron Sauey

Co-Founders:

Editor: Jim Harris

ICF offers memberships at the follow-
ing annual rates:
Individual $20
Family $30
Associate $100

Foreign $25
Sponsor
Patron

$500
$1,000
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Gifts and Pledges
ICF’s Capital Campaign
Received April-August, 1988

We wish to express our deep gratitude to
all those who have contributed to our Capital
Campaign.

Mitchell Adamus; Dr. Robert & Eleanor
Alexander; John & Joanne Anderson; Mr. &
Mrs. Lloyd Anderson; Anonymous; Doris Ap-
plebaum; Mr. & Mrs. S. 5. Auchincloss;

Bob & Dorothy Babington; Virginia R.
Bacher; Badger Meter Foundation, Inc.; Mr.
& Mrs. Ira Baldwin; Reverdy & Helen
Baldwin; Carter Bales; Mary Bane; Scott Ban-
fill; Mary M. Baxter; Ardeth Bayley; Dr. Eva
Bene; George Payne Bent 2nd; Elizabeth
Biese; Bill & Helen Birkemeier; William
Blakeslee; Esther Blom; Warwick Bonsal; Mr.
& Mrs. William Boyce; Elizabeth Boyle;
Katharine & Joseph Bradley; Lynde & Harry
Bradley Foundation; Mr. & Mrs. W. .
Breckenridge; Joyce Brink; Atherton Bristol;
George Bronenkant; Mrs. Dwight Brooke;
Helen Brown;

Lorraine R. Capossela; Gertrude Carter;
Henry Chandler; Alden & Nancy Clayton;
Lyle & June Coates; Ernst Conrath; B. Crass
& P. Holzmann; Carolyn Davidson; L. E.
Davies; John & Judy Day; Raymond de Clair-
ville; Terry & Anne Dehring; Anne Dithrich;
Mary Doering; Mr. & Mrs. Frederick
Dohmen; Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Donnelley II;
Nancy-Carroll Draper; Edith Dudgeon;
Duane & Gloria Dunham; John Dwyer;

Kay Easton; Lois Edford; Mr. & Mrs. B. F.
Edwards; Marilyn . Effland; Wenonah Eis;
Joanne Elliott; Marilyn E. Ely; John Emlen;
Rosemary Hall Evans; John Filak; Robert
Fisher; Bernice Roth Flaningam; Wood
Foster; Karen Galley; Mrs. David Gamble;
Sherrie & Bill Garrett; Marty Moore Gedlin-
ske; Ruth Gennrich; Mr. & Mrs. Clarence
Gess; Ann Gillette; Edward Gilman; Harriet
Gleaton; John Goergene; Maxine Goold;
Sybil M. Grandeck; Mr. & Mrs. Richard
Gregory; Mary E. Griffith;

Bill & Julie Hallam; F. Borden & Millie
Hanes, Jr.; George & Carol Harmon; Mr. &
Mrs. Robert Harper; Rev. James Harris; Jean
Harris; Harry Healy; Teri Henry; Mrs. Edward
Henze: Anne W. Herb; Andrew Holmen;
Michael & Reva Holmes; Alfred Hopkins;
Susan Horwitz; Susan Houtman; Wilbur O.
Huth; Mr. & Mrs. George Icke; Lt. Col. ). E.
Jacoby; Monica Jaehnig; Patricia Ann Jaffray;
Frank Jeffrey; Gary Johnson; Steven &
Suzanne Johnson; Barry & Jane Jones;
Catherine Jordan; Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Jung;
Norma M. Jung;

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Karracker; Robert &
Olive Kemp; James Kieckhefer; Mrs. Bruce
Kirk; Mr. & Mrs. Scott Kittsley; George F.

Klodzen, Jr.; Brian Terrie Knox; Joyce & Lynn
Knutson; Kathryn Kohler; The Kresge Foun-
dation; Mr. & Mrs. Harold Kubly; Mrs. Bever-
ly Kumershek; Rosemary Kwilosz;

Clarice Laird; Winfred M. Leaf; Warren
Lehman; Rosemarie Lewis; Louise Liao;
Carolyn W. Libby; George Lill lll; Jenny Lind;
Robert M. Linsmayer; Mrs. Glen Lloyd; Serge
Logan; Paul Lonac and Peggy Keigher; Mr.
& Mrs. Henry C. Longnecker; Mr. & Mrs,
Robert Lovejoy; Sara N. Lundy; Lesleigh
Luttrell;

Walter Maas, Jr.; John & Katie Macke; Dr.
& Mrs. Otto Mackensen; W. K. Macy, Jr.; Ber-
nice Maertz; Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Major; Mr.
& Mrs. Harold Malmberg; Don & Dorothy
Manecke; Mary Manering; Marshall & llsley
Bank Foundation; Sylvia Maselbas; James C.
Mathews; Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Mattox; Robert
& Marie McCabe; Mabel McClanahan; Joel
P. McConnell; John & Margaret Morthland;
David Morton; Charles Mueller; Martha Rae
Mueller; Sieglinde & Frank Myers;

Diane E. Norton; Judy Olson; Oshkosh
B’Gosh Foundation, Inc.; Lois Osness; Lucille
Oston; Roger Pence; R. D. & Linda Peters
Foundation; Rita Peterson; Dr. Susan Petro;
Sara Petry; Jane & Lloyd Pettit Foundation,
Inc.; Melitta S. Pick Charitable Trust; Dr. &
Mrs. William Piel; Dr. Philip & Margaret
Piper; Ethel Princl;

J. G. Ralston, Jr.; Robert Rasmus; Campbell
Read; Nathaniel Reed; Donald & Ruth
Reinoehl; Mr. & Mrs. Cliff Reynolds; James
A. & Janet S. Rogers; Mrs. Joseph Rosa; Dr.
& Mrs. Burton Russman;

Robert Sabin; Christina Savit; Charlotte
Sawyer; James Schaefer; William Schwab;
Dorothea Hayward Scott; Gertrude Scribner;
Maggie Seeger; Meredeth Selden; Margaret
Seymour; Marjorie Shepherd; Dr. & Mrs.
Owen Shteir; Jim & Kathy Shurts; Mr. & Mrs.
Bruce Smith; Tamblin C. Smith; Michael
Soeth; Nancy Stabb; Halberta Steensland:
Roxanne Steinman; Cynthia Stewart; Marion
Stocking; Dr. Joseph Stone; Walter Sturgeon,
Jr.; Mrs. Willis G. Sullivan; Summit School,
Grade 3;

Genevieve Taxon; Lois Thies; Alice Thorn-
gate; Elizabeth Tuma; Dr. John Twomey;
Margaret Van Alstyne; Enno Van Gelder; R.
G. & Marian Van Dellen; Edna V. Vanek;
Vollrath Company Foundation; Dr. & Mrs. M.
R. Vrtilek;

Emily Wade; Ruth Weeden; Mrs. Howard
Weiss; Mr. & Mrs. Frank Wenban; Dave &
Barb Werner; Mr. & Mrs. William Wessinger;
Mr. & Mrs. Philip B. Whitford; Evelyn Wid-
mann; Mr. & Mrs. Harold Wiese; Dr. Norma
Williams; Mary Willson; Dr. Margaret
Winston; Wisconsin Power & Light Founda-
tion; Leland S. Wittwer; Irene Wos; Imogene
Wyckoff; Richard Zarelli; Arnold Zimmer-
man; Tighe Zimmers; Robert & Sandra
Zodrow; Dr. Gabriele Zu-Rhein.



This wildlife club in Kano State, Nigeria is publicizing the needs for crane and wetland conservation.
Bashir Garba, second from the left at rear, has established wildlife clubs in Kano after his training at
ICF in 1987. Photo by George Archibald.

Foreign Efforts
Boosted by
ICF Training

The true measures of ICF's international
training efforts are the achievements of
foreign fellows and interns after they return
home from ICF. Conservation is slow work,
and often the results are not apparent until
after years of effort. But we have received en-
couraging news from some of our colleagues,
just months after they have left ICF.

Nepal: Rajendra Suwal came to ICF in the
fall of 1987. In recent years, there have been
very few reliable sightings of Indian Sarus
Cranes from Nepal, prompting fears that the
crane was disappearing.

Rajendra recently reported on his initial ef-
forts, the first Sarus survey in Nepal. He found
30 Indian Sarus in 5 districts, foraging most-
ly in agricultural fields. He administered a
questionnaire and learned that 95% of the
people interviewed like cranes; most see no
problems with cranes living near the villages.
But they indicate hunting is a major threat to
cranes. Rajendra plans further studies and
public education efforts, based on the survey.

Kenya: Joseph Rugut of the Wildlife Clubs
of Kenya also came to ICF in the fall of 1987,
as a foreign fellow. While at ICF, he made
plans for developing a Crowned Crane Count
to be held through large areas of his country
by the wildlife clubs. These clubs have been
organized in thousands of schools to
familiarize the youth with wildlife and in-
volve them in conservation.

Joseph and his co-workers organized the
count for Kenya and held it this past June.
They are now evaluating methods and train-

ing materials, so that the count can be held
on an annual basis. Results will assist Kenyan
scientists who lack the country-wide informa-
tion that the crane count can provide.

Nigeria: Bashir Garba and Ali Lowal of
Kano State in northern Nigeria were also
foreign fellows at ICF in fall of 1987. Upon
returning to Nigeria, they began organizing
wildlife clubs in the schools surrounding the
wetlands in Kano. Bashir now has formed a
number of clubs that are helping him look
for Black Crowned Cranes. The children have
focused on learning about wetlands and ways
their values can be preserved as humans use
these rich ecosystems.

China: Two other foreign fellows in the fall
of 1987—Ding Wenning and Xu Yangong of
the Institute of Zoology in Beijing, China—
returned home with plans for migratory
studies of cranes. Cranes have received pro-
tection on their wintering and summering
areas, but little is known about their long
migrations, or about critical migratory habitats
that require protection.

This past spring, Mr. Ding began migration
observations on the coast of China east of
Beijing. His work was coordinated with ICF’s
observations of the departure of the Siberian
Cranes from their winter reserve at Poyang
Lake, and with counts of Siberian Cranes ar-
riving at an important rest area at Zhalong
Nature Reserve far to the north (the latter
counts were made by Li Peixun and Li
Fangman of Harbin Normal University). Star-
ting next spring, Mr. Ding will be seeking to
identify important resting habitat for the
Siberians.

In the spring of 1988, ICF hosted four
foreign fellows involved in captive manage-
ment of cranes in China. They developed
plans for coordinated conservation and
breeding of the Black-necked Crane in cap-

CONTRIBUTIONS

Received July-September, 1988

Grants and Awards: Barbara Canfield
Estate; George Gund Foundation; Evan &
Marion Helfaer Foundation; Institute of
Museum Services; Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth
Jacobs; Johnson Controls Foundation; John D.
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation;
Oscar Mayer; Milwaukee Foundation-
Kopmeier Fund; National Wildlife Federa-
tion; Mary Nelson Estate; Pepsi Cola Bottling
Co. of Madison; Mrs. John Stedman; Joanna
Sturm; Mrs. Willis Sullivan; Wisconsin Metro
Audubon.

Patrons: Edgar Silker; Josephine Kixmiller;
Midwest Directories, Inc.; Donald Reincke;
Willis G. Sullivan, Jr. & Family; Robert
Whitwell.

Sponsor: Joanne D. Carney.

Associates: John & Joanne Anderson; Roger
Avery; Genevieve Bancroft; Virginia Banta;
Len & Donna Bennett; Annette W. Beyer;
Susan Bleeke; Art & Jane Blumenfeld;
Elizabeth Boyle; Katharine Bradley; John Can-
field; Ted Clauser, Jr.; Robert & Verene Crane;
Mr. & Mrs. Garth Dimon; Frederick & Mary
Dohmen; Du Page Audubon Society; Kay
Easton; Ronald Edmunds; Mr. & Mrs. Thomas
Engelhardt; Mr. & Mrs. G. W. Foster; Mr. &
Mrs. John Geilfuss; Heidi Harkins; Jean Har-
ris; Sharon Hegbloom; Mrs. Edward Henze;
Frank Hill; Dr. Luc Hoffman; David & Patricia
Hurd; Robert & Olive Kemp; Roger
Laubenheimer; Mrs. Rowland Levering;
Marathon Box Foundation, Inc.; Michael &
Susan McDonald; David Morton; Merlin
Moser; NECO Hammond Corp.; Mr. & Mrs.
Kenneth Orchard; Robert Rasmus; Campbell
Read; Jean Rowley; James, Mary & Clare San-
ford; Beth Schuett; Wharton Sinkler IlI;
Tamblin Smith; Edward Byron Smith; Mrs.
James Stewart; Rodney Stewart; Earl & Kay
Strutz; Robert C. Sullivan; Sundance, Inc,;
John & Marie Twomey; John P. Wright.

tivity. This second rarest of the world’s cranes
is present in sufficient numbers in Chinese
z0os to support captive management.

Upon the delegation’s return to China, their
proposals were discussed and amplified by
the Chinese Zoo Association. The prepara-
tion of a Black-necked Crane studbook and
a multi-institutional conservation strategy will
be an important precedent for conservation
in Chinese zoos.

We salute these efforts of our friends
overseas. While discussions and planning ses-
sions in Baraboo are only a small part of the
process, our catalytic function is vital. For a
small organization like ICF, our chief hope
is to inspire and facilitate the creativity of our
colleagues.



Crane Workshops in
India and Vietnam

A Workshop on Cranes and Wetland
Research will be held in Pune, India from
January 20-24, 1989. The meeting will focus
on cranes in India, and will cost only $200
US, including field trip, food, and lodging.
For more details, contact Organising Commit-
tee, Crane Workshop, c/o Ecological Society,
1B Abhimanshree Society, Pashan Road,
Pune 411 008, India.

A Workshop on Conservation of the Sarus
Crane will be held near Tram Chim Nature
Reserve in southern Vietnam from January
11-18, 1990. Researchers and conserva-
tionists from southern Asia and Australia are
invited. Cost is $500 for all expenses in Viet-
nam. Contact George Archibald at ICF for
more information.

ICF Members
Invited to Join
Expedition to Vietnam

ICF Director George Archibald will be
leading a study team to the Tram Chim
Nature Reserve in Vietnam. ICF members are
invited to join the expedition and assist with
counts of cranes and with education pro-
grams for the local communities.

This reserve on the Mekong Delta is the last
known winter area for Eastern Sarus Cranes
in Asia, with about 1,000 birds counted here
in the spring of 1988. Development pressures
are heavy, and ICF is helping provincial of-
ficials balance needs of people and wildlife
for this 5,000-hectare wetland.

The expedition will run from March 1-18,
1989. Contact George Archibald at ICF for
more information. The application deadline
is December 15.
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Address Correction Requested

A Siberian Crane stands alone at Keoladeo National Park near Bharatpur, India. Numbers of cranes
here continue to decline, with only 32 Siberians during winter 1987-88 (sharply down from previous
winters; from 1981-87, the number ranged from 36-41 birds). Only 10 Siberians are known to survive
from the Caspian lowlands of Iran. One bird in Iran was apparently killed at the end of last winter,
highlighting concerns for the flock. Urgent action is required in both countries if their flocks are to
survive. In China, over 1500 Siberian Cranes wintered at Poyang Lake in 1987-88, although even the
eastern flock is vulnerable because it is concentrated so highly in winter and migrates through unprotected

regions. Photo by Christine Tracey.

Crane Celebration
on Platte River
March 17-19, 1989

Spring on the Platte River attracts one of
the greatest concentrations of cranes on earth.
Each year in late March, a half million Sand-
hill Cranes pause here during their migration
toward Canada. On March 17-19, 1989, the
“Wings Over the Platte Celebration” offers
a special chance to watch the cranes and
learn about this unique area.

The program features workshops on cranes
and the Platte River by the U. S. Fish &

S j.f;

Wildlife Service, Nebraska Game & Parks
Commission, Nebraska Wildlife Federation,
the Platte River Whooping Crane Habitat
Maintenance Trust, and ICF. Crane viewing
tours have been arranged for the weekend.
ICF's Deputy Director, Jim Harris, will be the
banquet speaker on March 18, with a talk
titled ““Preserving a Future for the Migratory
Cranes.”

The cranes themselves are an extraordinary
attraction. You'll also discover what threatens
the Platte, and what make this braided river
so important to migratory Whooping and
Sandhill Cranes and a host of other birds.
Contact the Grand Island/Hall County Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau for more informa-
tion at 800-247-6167, extension 625.
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